
The Purpose of the Symposium  

 

The purpose of the symposium is to have Muslim thinkers and visionaries from Europe and North America to 

talk about what should be: 

• The Vision of Muslims in Canada,  

• Goal and objectives of Canadian Muslims 

• Strategies to achieve those objectives. 

  

This symposium is not to be a session where action plans are developed or a wish-list of projects and tasks is 

compiled. It is planned to be at a higher level – at vision and strategy level. 

The idea is if the vision and strategy are clarified and adopted, projects and action plans can easily be developed 

and aligned with a shared vision and strategy. 

The symposium will focus on the green part of the Vision Pyramid: 

 

 

Dates 

The Symposium will be held Inshaa Allaah on December 23 and 24, 2009, falling on Wednesday and Thursday. 

 



The Template for the Research Paper or Presentation 

 

A scholar may have a detailed paper or thesis covering the theme of the symposium, which will be provided and 

distributed to all participants a few days before the symposium. At the Symposium itself, each scholar will make 

a summary presentation that should not exceed 20 minutes and should contain the following three sections: 

Preamble 

 

The preamble may contain: 

 

• The background or introductory points the scholar wants to provide in order to enable the audience 

better grasp his/her analysis, assessment and recommendations.  

 

• Description of any serious problems that the scholar sees with the current state of Ummah and that may 

have a bearing on Vision, objective and strategy of the Muslims in Canada. 

 

Analysis 

This section should provide an overview of what we are doing right and what we are doing wrong, identify 3-5 

root causes of the current state of Muslim affairs and answer the following questions: 

• What are the fundamentals that need to be re-examined to ensure success and effectiveness of the 

Ummah? 

• Are we working under the right paradigms? What kind of paradigm shift is needed? 

• Does the community have a clear vision? How should a clear vision be developed? How should it be 

translated into Objectives and strategy? 

 

The preamble and the analysis will in effect be answering the following questions: 



Recommendations 

This section should enunciate author’s views on: 

• What should be the vision of the Canadian Ummah? How does the success of the community look 

like? 

• What goals and objectives should the community be striving for? 

• What should be the strategy to reach that vision and attain those objectives? 

• What are the essential elements of that strategy? 

• What does a clear tactical plan that fits the recommended strategy look like? (optional) 

 

The Recommendation sections should deal with the green part of the attached improvement model: 

 

 

The Symposium Format 

 

The symposium will be conducted in four rounds, one after the other, at the same session and venue: 

 

• In the first round, the invitees will present a summary of their prepared papers or presentation, 

containing their views according to the above-mentioned template. This presentation must not exceed 

20 minutes.  However, the presentation may be supported by a detailed paper or thesis on the subject, 
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which will be distributed in advance to all participants. The purpose of this round is to let every invited 

expert put forth his or her vision and target objectives for the Canadian Ummah, and to present strategy 

to resolve the issues and meet the challenges faced by it.  

 

At the end of each presentation, the other presenters will be given time to 5-10 minutes to ask clarifying 

questions, without opposing any views presented or making their own statements.  

 

• In the second round each speaker will have a chance to briefly critique any of the other views or 

suggestions that were presented, ensuring that their critique is supported with appropriate evidence. 

The proponents whose ideas are critiqued will be allowed to ask clarifying questions without attempting 

to defend their thesis. 

  

• In the third round, each speaker will briefly present his/her final analysis and recommended vision, 

objectives and strategy. 

  

• The session will conclude with the organizers (CIPS) compiling and presenting a final summary, listing 

only the points where a consensus was reached on the vision, objectives, strategy and tactical plans, and 

identifying any follow up required afterwards -- so that all participant can ratify the conclusions.  

 

Complete proceedings will be published for future reference and research. 

 

 


